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ORDINANCE 2016-405-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 462 (ANIMALS), PART 2 (CRUELTY TO OR NEGLECTING ANIMALS), AND PART 3 (NUISANCES), ORDINANCE CODE, TO AUTHORIZE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS TO ISSUE CITATIONS BASED UPON THE OFFICER’S OBSERVATION OF A RECORDED VIDEO OR PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE AND ONE WITNESS WHO HAS COMPLETED A SWORN AFFIDAVIT, AND TO MODIFY THE NOISE PERMITTED TIME LIMITS FROM 30 MINUTES TO 20 MINUTES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


  BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Amending Chapter 462 (Animals), Ordinance Code.  Chapter 462 (Animals), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 462. ANIMALS
*  *  *

PART 2. GENERAL

*  *  *
PART 2. – CRUELTY TO OR NEGLECTING ANIMALS

Sec. 462.201. Cruelty to animals defined generally.

*  *  *

(f)
A violation of this Section shall subject the violator to a 
civil fine of $500; no less than the amount designated in 
Chapter 462, Part 18.  Each separate incident is considered a 
separate violation.  The animal control officer may cite the 
owner or custodian of such animal(s) for a violation of this 
Section when either the animal control officer has received, 
from two or more unrelated adult witnesses residing at 
different residences or from one adult witness with a recorded 
video or photograph showing the alleged violation, a sworn 
affidavit attesting to the neglect and/or abandonment of the 
animal(s) pursuant to this section, or the citing animal 
control officer has directly observed the commission of such 
violation.  aAll fines collected from violations of this part 
shall be deposited into the Training and Cruelty Prevention 
Trust Fund.

*   *   *

PART 3. NUISANCES
Sec. 462.301. General.
*   *   *
(e)
A violation of this Section shall subject the violator to a 
civil fine of no less than the amount designated in Chapter 
462, Part 18.  Each separate incident is considered a separate 
violation.  The animal control officer may cite the owner or 
custodian of such animal(s) for a violation of this Section 
when either the animal control officer has received, from two 
or more unrelated adult witnesses residing at different 
residences or one  adult witness with a recorded video or 
photograph showing the alleged violation, a sworn affidavit 
attesting to the nuisance of the owner or the animal(s) 
pursuant to this section, or the citing animal control officer 
has directly observed the commission of such nuisance.


Sec. 462.302. Noise.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for the owner, or any person having 
temporary custody, of an animal or animals to allow or fail to 
restrain the animal(s), to bark, meow, whine, howl, or to 
make other sounds common to the species, persistently or 
continuously for a period of 20 30 minutes or longer when 
every animal is not contained within an enclosure sufficient 
to baffle loud noises and render them reasonably 
unobjectionable. For the purposes of this Section, 
persistently or continuously shall mean non-stop utterances 
for 20 30 consecutive minutes with individual interruptions of 
less than 20 30 seconds at a time during the 20 30 minute 
utterances. This subsection shall not apply to animals 
maintained on land zoned for agricultural purposes, nor shall 
it apply to a properly permitted animal shelter established 
for the care and/or placement of unwanted or stray animals, 
nor a properly zoned commercial boarding kennel or other 
animal facility. 
(b)
A violation of this Section, or any subsection of Section 
462.301, shall subject the violation to a civil fine of not 
less than the amount designated in Chapter 462, Part 18. Each 
separate occasion is considered a separate violation. The 
animal control officer may cite the owner or custodian of the 
animal(s) for violation of such Section or subsection when 
either the animal control officer has received, from at least 
two unrelated adult witnesses from different residences, or 
from one adult witness with a recorded video showing the 
alleged violation, a sworn affidavit attesting to the 
committing of a nuisance pursuant to such Section or 
subsection, or the citing animal control officer has witnessed 
the commission of such a nuisance. Affidavit(s) attesting to 
the nuisance must come from residents within a three-block 
radius (approximately 900- foot radius).
 
Sec. 462.303. Animals at-large prohibited.
*   *   *
(b)
A violation of this Section, shall subject the violator to a 
civil fine of not less than the amount designated in Chapter 
462, Part18. Each separate occasion incident is considered a 
separate violation. The animal control officer may cite the 
owner or custodian of such animal(s) for violation a of such 
Section when either the animal control officer has received, 
from at least two or more unrelated adult witnesses from 
different residences, or from one adult witness with a 
recorded video showing the alleged violation, a sworn 
affidavit attesting to the committing of a nuisance pursuant 
to this Section, or the citing animal control officer has 
directly observed witnessed the commission of such a nuisance. 
*   *   *

Sec. 462.305.  Destruction of property and biting.
*   *   *

(c)
An animal care control officer may cite the owner or person 
having temporary custody for violation of this Section when 
either the animal control officer has received a sworn 
affidavit from an adult witness, attesting to the animal’s 
having committed a violation of this subsection, or citing the 
animal control officer  has witnessed the commission of such 
violation. A violation of this Section, shall subject the 
violator to a civil fine of not less than the amount 
designated in Chapter 462, Part 18. Each separate incident is 
considered a separate violation. The animal control officer 
may cite the owner or custodian of the animal(s) for a 
violation of such Section when either the animal control 
officer has received, from two or more unrelated adult 
witnesses from different residences, or from one adult witness 
with a recorded video showing the alleged violation, a sworn 
affidavit attesting to the act of destruction of property or 
biting pursuant to this Section, or the citing animal control 
officer has directly observed the commission of such a 
violation. 

*   *   *

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Wendy L. Mummaw
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